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SECRETARY 


The  Honorable  Raymond  P.  Shafer 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania 
Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania 

Dear  Governor: 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  the  report 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agriculture 
for  the  fiscal  year  1967-68. 


Respectfully  yours. 


L.  H.  Bull 
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Pennsylvania  farm  storages  were  near  bursting  at  the  close  of  the 
1967  growing  season  as  rains  broke  a  five-year  drought. 

Farmers,  who  had  almost  forgotten  the  benefits  a  normal  rainfall 
can  bring,  harvested  a  record-breaking  81  million  bushels  of  corn, 
double  1966's  drought-afflicted  production. 

In  addition  to  setting  a  new  production  record  of  10  million  bushels 
of  barley,  state  farmers  also  produced  17  million  bushels  of  wheat, 
the  largest  harvest  since  1954.  Oats  production  amounted  to  20 
million  bushels. 

The  nine  million  hundredweight  crop  of  potatoes  was  the  largest  in 
16  years  while  growers  reported  an  excellent  yield  of  39  million  pounds 
of  tobacco  from  a  relatively  small  acreage. 

Milk  remained  the  state's  most  important  crop  as  dairy  farmers 
produced  6,856  million  pounds  of  milk,  enabling  Pennsylvania  to 
retain  its  ranking  of  fifth  in  the  nation  in  milk  production. 

Poultry  continued  to  be  a  very  important  segment  of  the  Common- 
wealth's agricultural  economy.  The  value  of  poultry  and  eggs 
amounted  to  $139  million. 

Despite  poor  weather  for  fruit  ~  killing  frosts  and  too  much  mois- 
ture —  Pennsylvania's  fruit  producers  managed  to  harvest  crops 
valued  at  $25  million. 

Pennsylvania  continued  to  be  No.  1  in  mushrooms,  was  second  in 
clover-timothy  hay,  third  in  cut  flowers,  fourth  in  grapes,  fifth  in 
maple  syrup,  sixth  in  apples,  seventh  in  pears,  ninth  in  barley,  rye 
and  sweet  cherries  and  tenth  in  oats  and  peaches. 
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Most  of  the  problems  of  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agriculture 
stem  from  a  lack  of  funds. 

The  Farm  Show  Building  complex,  where  one  of  the  nation's  best 
farm  shows  is  held  each  year,  constitutes  a  major  problem.  The 
interior  is  shabby.  Roofs  and  pipes  leak.  Floors  are  uneven.  There 
is  a  paucity  of  eating  and  rest  rooms  facilities. 

One  of  the  most  glaring  faults  of  the  complex  is  the  absence  of  air 
conditioning.  Oppressive  heat  loads  are  created  by  high  attendance 
shows.  This  condition  causes  potential  promoters  to  shun  the  com- 
plex. 

t 

Another  major  problem  of  the  State  Department  of  Agriculture  is 
an  insufficient  number  of  food  inspectors.  These  are  the  men  who 
check  to  determine  that  food  products  are  clean  and  wholesome  — 
who  inspect  to  see  that  the  food  Pennsylvanians  eat  is  prepared  in 
sanitary  surroundings  —  who  pick  up  samples  of  food  and  have  them 
analyzed  to  make  certain  the  public  is  not  being  mulcted  by  the 
unscrupulous. 

The  Department  has  repeatedly  requested  funds  to  recruit  an 
adequate  force  of  food  inspectors  since  it  is  an  impossibility  for  the 
present  force  of  28  inspectors  to  inspect  the  thousands  of  establish- 
ments where  foods  are  processed,  stored  and  retailed. 

Lack  of  funds,  this  time  on  the  part  of  municipalities,  has  made  it 
difficult  for  the  Department  to  control  stray  dogs.  The  Department 
has  attempted  to  alleviate  the  stray  dog  problem  by  reimbursing 
municipalities  for  stray  dog  disposal  and  by  granting  subsidies  for  the 
housing  of  dogs. 
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BUREAU 

of 

ANIMAL 

INDUSTRY 

A  new  mandatory  meat  and 
poultry  inspection  bill  will  be 
administered  by  the  Bureau. 

A  tremendous  task  lies  ahead. 
Inspectors  must  be  hired,  trained 
and  assigned  to  duties;  regula- 
tions must  be  developed. 

The  purpose  of  the  new  law 
is  to  produce  an  inspection 
system  which  will  be  equal  to 
that  of  the  Federal  government's. 


DIVISION  of  MEAT  HYGIENE 
During  the  fiscal  year,  several 
Bureau  veterinarians  attended 
courses  conducted  by  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture  to 
prepare  for  the  work  which  must 
be  done  under  the  new  mandatory 
meat  and  poultry  inspection  law. 

The  salmonella  control  pro- 
gram in  rendering  plants  con- 
tinued. Progress  in  eliminating 


BACK  TAGGING  FOR  MARKET  CATTLE  IDENTIFICATION 


CATTLE  INSPECTION  AT  AUCTION  MARKET 


these  organisms  has  been 
slowed.  This  program  will  re- 
quire additional  time  and  work. 

Of  the  341,027  carcasses 
inspected  under  Division  super- 
vision, 304  were  condemned. 
Meat  and  meat  products  approved 
totaled  134,570,890  pounds. 
There  were  125,491  condem- 
nations. Livestock  examined 
amounted  to  nearly  three  million 
pounds. 

TUBERCULOSIS  DIVISION 

An  all-time  record  low  rate 
of  tuberculosis  infection  —  .02 
percent  —  was  recorded  in 
Pennsylvania  in  the  1967-68  fis- 
cal year. 

Four  herds  were  found  to  be 
extensively  infected  and  were 
slaughtered.  Herd  owners  were 
paid  $32,383  in  indemnities  by 
the  Commonwealth  for  the  con- 
demned cattle. 

Condemnation  and  slaughter  of 
infected  herds  protects  neighbor- 
ing herds  from  exposure  and 
enables  the  farmer  to  establish 
a  new  herd  without  further  loss. 


Five  cases  of  tuberculosis  in 
swine  were  discovered  by  state 
meat  inspectors.  Two  were 
traced  to  other  states,  while 
three  were  traced  to  Pennsyl- 
vania herds  where  seven  reac- 
tors were  found  among  63  swine. 

Tuberculosis  was  confirmed  in 
two  mink  ranches  in  Cambria 
County.  Isolation  and  slaughter 
were  used  to  limit  the  disease. 

BRUCELLOSIS  DIVISION 

Of  the  458,788  cattle  tested 
for  brucellosis,  152  non-vaccin- 
ated and  142  vaccinates  had  pos- 
itive reactions  for  an  incidence 
of  .064  percent. 

State  indemnities  in  the  bru- 
cellosis control  and  eradication 
program  totaled  $12,721,  while 
federal  indemnities  amounted  to 
$7,925. 

Adams,  Armstrong,  Bedford, 
Clarion,  Cumberland,  Delaware, 
Fulton,  Indiana,  Juniata,  Mifflin, 
Montgomery,  Northampton, 
Perry,  Tioga,  Warren,  West- 
moreland, Wyoming  and  Ven- 
ango counties  were  certified 
brucellosis-free      areas.  This 


makes  a  total  of  45  such  areas 
in  the  state. 

Sheep  scab  was  found  in 
Dauphin  and  Chester  counties. 
After  the  discovery,  all  flocks 
in  these  counties  were  reinspec- 
ted  and  the  involved  flocks  dipped 
twice  to  free  them  from  the  mite 
which  causes  the  disease.  All 
source  flocks  were  examined  and 
one  direct  contact  flock  was  dip- 
ped twice  to  eliminate  the  pos- 
sibility of  disease  spread. 

Scrapie,    another  sheep  dis- 


ease, was  found  in  one  flock. 
The  entire  flock  was  slaughtered 
in  an  attempt  to  prevent  further 
spread  of  this  will-of-the-wisp 
disease. 

Pennsylvania  had  the  good  for- 
tune of  having  no  hog  cholera 
reported  or  diagnosed  during  the 
fiscal  year. 

Four  exercises  were  held  to 
familiarize  personnel  with  pro- 
cedures to  follow  should  an 
emergency  such  as  aphthous 
fever  or  African  swine  fever  be 
diagnosed. 
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AGRICULTURE 


BUREAU 
of 

DOG  LAW 
ENFORCEMENT 


Investigations  and  settlements 
of  claims  for  damages  to  live- 
stock, poultry  and  domestic 
animals  consumed  hundreds  of 
hours  of  dog  law  officers'  time 
during  the  fiscal  year.  Much  of 
the  time  was  spent  in  searching 
and  patrolling  for  dogs  respon- 
sible for  the  damages. 

In  nearly  35  percent  of  the 
cases  the  owners  of  the  dogs 
which  caused  the  damages  were 
located  and  the  owners  required 
to  pay  for  the  damages.  Damages 
paid  by  dog  owners  amounted  to 
$6,170,  while  damages  paid  by 
the  Commonwealth  totaled  $30,- 
158.41. 

There  was  a  continued  decline 
in  stolen  dogs.  Under  new  pro- 
credures,  all  reports  of  dogs 
thought  to  be  stolen  were  im- 
mediately investigated  and  infor- 
mation on  the  animals  sent  to 
other  districts  for  checking. 
Records  of  commercial  dealers 


were  also  checked  in  efforts  to 
locate  stolen  dogs. 

A  factor  in  the  decline  of 
stolen  dogs  was  close  super- 
vision of  licensed  and  legitimate 
dog  auctions.  Auction  records 
were  checked  thoroughly  and 
every  dog  sold  came  under  the 
scrutiny  of  a  dog  officer.  Com- 
mercial dealers  were  also  sub- 
ject to  investigations  concerning 
the  origin  and  sale  of  all  dogs 
passing  through  their  kennels. 

During  the  fiscal  year  more 
than  2,500  kennel  inspections 
were  made  by  dog  law  officers, 
resulting  in  corrections,  suspen- 
sions, revocations  and  prosecu- 
tions. 

la  an  effort  to  reduce  the  more 
than  25,000  complaints  received 
each  year,  the  Bureau  began  a 
public  relations  program  de- 
signed to  educate  dog  owners 
concerning  their  obligations  to 
their  neighbors  and  to  their  dogs. 
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DOG  SHELTER  INSPECTION 


A  total  of  180  mink  propogation 
permits  were  issued  during  the 
fiscal  year.  The  $4,500  revenue 
from  the  permits  will  be  used 
for  conducting  research  on  do- 
mestic mink  and  for  administer- 
ing the  mink  law. 


Dog  claims  paid  by  the 

$  30,158.41 

Damage  claims  settled  by 

$  6J70.19 

The  Bureau  has  financial  aid 
programs,  a  shelter  subsidy  pro- 
gram, and  a  program  for  reim- 
bursing authorized  organizations 
for  holding  and  humanely  dispos- 
ing of  stray  dogs.  In  the  two 
years  the  Bureau  has  been  in 
existence,  the  programs  have 
cost  the  Commonwealth$272,000. 
Humane  agencies  have  received 
75  percent  of  this  amount. 

HUMANE  AGENCIES  RECEIVED  $204,000 
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GRICULTURE 


BUREAU  of 
FOODS  and 
CHEMISTRY 


A  new  product  —  simulated 
milk  —  was  introduced  in  the 
state  during  the  fiscal  year  and 
resulted  in  new  licensing,  label- 
ing and  sanitation  requirements. 
Following  the  publication  of  reg- 
lalations,  24  dairies  submitted 
their  proposed  cartons  and  label- 
ing for  review  by  the  Bureau. 
As  of  June  30  only  seven  dairies 
were  processing  "filled"  milk. 
True  imitations  were  not  being 
sold. 

Pennsylvania's  57-year-old 


sausage  law  was  amended  to 
permit  soy  protein  concentrate, 
isolated  soy  protein  and  non-fat 
dry  milk  in  sausage  products. 

Many  complaints  were  re- 
ceived from  out-of-state  feder- 
ally inspected  plants  because  of 
the  sausage  law.  Since  Penn- 
sylvania's law  is  more  stringent 
than  those  of  neighboring  states 
and  also  more  stringent  than 
those  of  the  federal  government, 
meat  processors  must  make  a 
special  product  for  Pennsylvania. 


CHECKING  PASTEURIZATION  TEMPERATURES 
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ARE  CAPS  ON  PROPERLY? 


DIVISION  OF  MILK  SANITATION 

The  Division  works  with  dairy 
farms  and  dairy  plants  in  the 
state  and  neighboring  states  and 
is  responsible  for  supervising 
the  production  and  processing  of 
milk  and  milk  products. 

In  the  routine  inspection  of 
milk  plants,  representatives  in- 
spected 1,627  pasteurizing 
plants,  394  raw  milk  dealers, 
276  receiving  stations,  3,834 
farms,  353  milk  product  dealers 
and  made  1,825  miscellaneous 
calls  to  advise  dealers  and  pro- 
ducers of  state  requirements. 

Under  the  interstate  milk 
shipping  program,  there  were 
a  total  of  5,926  farm  inspections 
made  by  the  Division's  staff. 


DIVISION  OF  FEED  AND  FERTILIZER 

A  total  of  3,607  samples  of 
animal  feed  were  collected  and 
analyzed  to  determine  if  they 
complied  with  declared  guaran- 
tees for  protein,  fat  and  fiber. 
Fertilizer  samples  analyzed 
number  1,402  while  liming  ma- 
terials analyzed  totaled  133. 

Considerable  difficulty  was 
encountered  with  analyses  of 
bulk  blended  fertilizers  in  that 
manufacturers  often  failed  to 
meet  a  certain  guarantee  in  one 
element  but  would  considerably 
exceed  a  guarantee  in  another 
element. 

Division  agents  also  inspected 
feed  mills  which  manufacture 
medicated  animal  feeds. 


12 


DIVISION  OF  FOOD  CONTROL 

Inspectors  made  more  than 
27,000  inspections  of  food  pro- 
cessing establishments,  ware- 
houses and  retail  food  establish- 
ments. During  the  course  of 
the  investigations,  food  agents 
lifted  5,300  samples  for  labor- 
atory analysis.  Based  on  food 
samples  lifted  and  unsanitary 
conditions  found,  315  prosecu- 
tions were  entered. 

Licenses  were  issued  for  4,350 
bakeries,  3,550  ice  cream  man- 
ufacturers and  dispensers,  920 
beverage  bottlers  and  220  com- 
mercial cold  storage  establish- 
ments. Bakery  licenses  included 
700  out-of-state  firms  and  200 


out-of-country  firms  licensed  to 
sell  in  Pennsylvania. 

LABORATORY  SECTION 

All  feed,  fertilizer,  lime  and 
medicated  feed  samples  were 
analyzed  in  the  Bureau's  Harris- 
burg  laboratory.  In  addition,  the 
laboratory  analyzed  milk  pro- 
ducts sampled  by  milk  sanitari- 
ans and  all  foods  lifted  by  food 
agents  within  a  75-mile  radius 
of  Harrisburg.  Other  food  agents 
delivered  their  samples  to  one 
of  four  laboratories  contracted 
to  do  the  work. 

In  addition,  more  than  500 
agricultural  products  were  tested 
for  pesticide  residue  in  the  Har- 
risburg laboratory. 

PREPARING  FOR  MEAT  ANALYSIS 


1 1  t '  i 
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AGRICULTURE 


BUREAU 

of 

MARKETS 


With  an  eye  towards  gathering 
more  foreign  markets  for  Penn- 
sylvania agricultural  products, 
the  Bureau  of  Markets  partici- 
pated in  food  trade  fairs  in 
Cologne,  London  and  Tokyo. 

On  the  domestic  front,  con- 
sumers showed  continued  trust 
in  food  products  graded  and  cer- 
tified by  the  Bureau's  staff  of 
specialists. 

DIVISION  OF  MARKET  DEVELOPMENT 
The   Division  supervised  the 


Pennsylvania  exhibits  at  food 
trade  fairs  held  in  Cologne  and 
London  during  the  fall  of  1967 
and  in  Tokyo  during  April,  1968. 

As  a  result  of  the  fairs,  the 
Division  has  published  two  di- 
rectories, one  listing  Pennsyl- 
vania products  available  for  ex- 
ports and  the  other  listing  export 
markets  for  products  produced 
in  the  state. 

The  Division  was  instrumental 
in  developing  an  apple  marketing 
order  designed  to  promote  the 

GOVERNOR  5HAFER  INSPECTS  DISPLAY 
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WT-  ;:  ;-^;B-»^a[  PENNSYWOME  OF  LITTLE  LEAGUE  BASEBALL 


PENNSYLVANIA  BOOTH  AT  TOKYO  FOOD  FESTIVAL 


use  of  Pennsylvania  apples. 
Nearly  $50,000  has  been  obtained 
through  the  order  for  promotion 
purposes. 

Guides  listing  Pennsylvania 
sources  of  supply  for  vegetables, 
peaches,  apples,  pears,  mush- 
rooms and  nursery  stock  were 
distributed  to  buyers  throughout 
the  United  States  and  abroad. 

POULTRY  AND  EGGS  DIVISION 

The  sale  of  shell  eggs  bearing 
the  Department's  certification 
seal  increased  by  more  than 
six  million  dozen.  Consumers 
have  grown  accustomed  to  iden- 
tifying the  seal  with  quality  eggs. 

There  has  also  been  a  marked 
increase  in  the  use  of  certified 
liquid  eggs.  One  of  the  reasons 
is  the  low  bacteria  count  which 
has  helped  attract  a  wider  ac- 
ceptance of  certified  liquid  eggs. 

Division  field  men  assisted  in 
the  Department's  pullorum- 
typhoid  blood  testing  program. 


FRUITS,  VEGETABLES  DIVISION 
More  than  374,000  tons  of 
Pennsylvania's  cannery  products 
were  graded  by  the  Division's 
inspectors.  This  exceeded  the 
old  mark,  established  in  1965-66, 
by  1,000  tons. 

To  meet  the  changing  needs 
of  the  state's  potato  industry,  the 
Division  launched  a  new  grading 
service  which  included  the  de- 
termination of  specific  gravity. 
Specific  gravity  determinations 
are  important  to  potato  chip 
manufacturers  since  potatoes 
with  higher  specific  gravities 
produce  more  chips  as  well  as 
chips  with  a  better  color. 

DIVISION  OF  LIVESTOCK  AND  DAIRY 

Division  personnel  reported 
livestock  market  news  on  one 
part-time  and  16  full-time  auc- 
tion markets. 

Division  graders  marked  a 
total  of  43,314  head  of  livestock 
for  the  year. 
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One  of  the  major  problems  the 
Bureau  faced  in  the  fiscal  year 
was  finding  an  acceptable  and 
effective  method  to  control  the 
spread  of  the  destructive  gypsy 
moth. 

Controlling  the  insect  in  Penn- 
sylvania where  it  has  a  six-week 
hatching  period  is  extremely 
difficult  since  the  residual  life  of 
the  insecticides  being  used  range 
from  five  to  ten  days. 

The  Bureau  continues  to  en- 
counter plant  pest  problems  for 
which  there  is  little  information 
on  biologies  or  control.  If  the 
Bureau  is  to  provide  a  quality 
regulatory  program,  it  must 
attempt  to  find  some  answers 
through  applied  research. 

DIVISION  OF  CONTROL  PROGRAMS 

That  the  gypsy  moth  is  on  the 
increase  in  the  Commonwealth 
became  apparent  when  the  sum- 
mer trapping  program  for  1967 
mcovered  moths  in  256  locations 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state. 
Previously  the  moth  had  been 
found  in  only  60  locations. 


To  combat  the  moth  the  Bu- 
reau, in  conjunction  with  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
sprayed  41,305  acres  scattered 
through  Berks,  Northampton, 
Monroe,  Pike  and  Wayne  coun- 
ties. Although  control  of  the 
insect  is  essential  if  forests  are 
to  be  protected,  there  was  con- 
siderable public  opposition  to  the 
use  of  insecticides. 

Another  pest  —  cereal  leaf 
beetle  —  was  found  for  the  first 
time  in  Pennsylvania.    The  in- 

EXAMINATION  FOR  MITES 
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festation  has  not  been  sufficiently 
heavy  in  any  location  to  warrant 
treatment  on  a  large  scale. 

Control  programs  for  oak  wilt 
disease  and  black  stem  rust 
were  continued.  A  survey  was 
begun  to  determine  the  extent 
of  golden  nematodes,  a  serious 
pest  of  potatoes. 

TAXONOMY,  APIARY  INSPECTION 
DIVISION 

In  an  attempt  to  find  a  biolog- 
ical agent  capable  of  reducing 
the  gypsy  moth  population,  the 
Division's  taxonomist  began 
rearing  flies  which  parasitize 
the  moth.  The  flies  were  then 
released  near  a  moth  infestation. 
Because  the  fly  is  a  poor  producer 
under  laboratory  conditions,  a 
number  of  other  agents  are  being 
evaluated. 

Insect  identification  continued 
to  be  one  of  the  Division's  most 
time  consuming  jobs.  Advice  on 
insect  problems  was  furnished 
to  hundreds  of  inquiring  state 
residents. 

In  inspections  of  5,130  api- 
aries, 1,213  colonies  were  found 
to  be  infected  with  American 
foulbrood  and  141  with  sacbrood. 
Infected  colonies  were  burned 
or  treated  with  terramycin.  A 
total  of  2,100  colonies  were  in- 
spected and  certified  as  being 


healthy  before  shipped  to  other 
states,  chiefly  Florida. 

NURSERY  INSPECTION  DIVISION 

Inspections  for  the  fiscal  year 
included  2,015  nurseries  and  653 
dealers,  as  well  as  the  inspec- 
tion of  more  than  1,000  non- 
resident nurseries  doing  busi- 
ness in  Pennsylvania. 

The  greatest  number  of  plant 
pest  problems  were  detected  in 
southeastern  Pennsylvania  in 
older  established  plantings.  Pest 
problems  detected  at  retail  out- 
lets included  those  found  in  fruit 
niu-sery  stock  shipped  from  Iowa. 

BOTANY  AND  SEED  DIVISION 

Inspections  were  made  at  1,967 
retail  and  wholesale  seed  outlets. 
Six  hundred  and  twenty-three  lots 
of  seed  were  removed  from 
shelves  because  of  improper 
labeling.  There  were  170  seed 
samples  in  violation  of  the  Seed 
Act. 

DIVISION  OF  PATHOLOGY 

Foliage  diseases  on  nursery 
stock  were  unusually  high  during 
the  fiscal  year.  One  hundred 
and  twenty-nine  cultures  reveal- 
ed such  disease  as  fire  blight, 
apple  scab  and  verticillium.  A 
total  of  345  cultures  were  made 
for  oak  wilt  disease;  80  percent 
were  positive. 
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BUREAU 
of 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
SERVICES 


The  Bureau  is  responsible  for 
providing  administrative  and  lo- 
gistical services  for  all  pro- 
grams of  the  central  and  seven 
regional  offices. 

Major  areas  of  responsibility 
are  fiscal  management,  person- 
nel administration,  management 
information  systems,  organiza- 
tion and  methods  improvement, 
office  management  and  library 
services. 


PERSONNEL  AND  TRAINING 

The  Department's  supervisory 
and  management  personnel  par- 
ticipated in  management  devel- 
opment training.  Defensive  driv- 
er training  was  given  to  all 
employees. 

A  new  classification  series 
for  meat  inspectors  was  prepared 
for  the  new  meat  and  poultry 
inspection  program. 

KEY  PUNCHING  VACCINATION  REPORTS 
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FISCAL  MANAGEMENT 


OFFICE  MANAGEMENT 


A  ten-year  expenditiire  fore- 
cast, based  on  long-range  plan- 
ning of  current  programs  and 
projected  new  programs,  was 
prepared  for  the  Department. 

CONTRACTURAL  SERVICES 

Thirty-five  research  projects 
with  a  total  value  of  $585,828 
were  continued.  The  research  is 
being  contracted  by  Pennsylvania 
State  University,  Delaware  Val- 
ley College  of  Science  and  Agri- 
culture and  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania. 

DATA  PROCESSING 
The  demand  and  need  for  more 
complex  data  process  services 
necessitated  planning  for  a  com- 
puter operation.  Eventually  the 
computer  system  will  connect 
with  the  seven  regional  offices, 
the  Commonwealth  computer 
center  and  other  federal  and  state 
agricultural  centers. 

Two  new  data  products  — 
transaction  reports  and  open 
document  listings  —  were  added 
to  assist  in  fiscal  management. 
Transaction  reports  give  sum- 
maries of  all  transactions  by 
accounts.  Open  document  list- 
ings enable  the  Department  to 
readily  identify  the  effect  of 
every  transaction  on  a  particu- 
lar account. 

Since  conversion  of  employe 
absence  reporting  to  a  machine 
process,  leave  utilization  and 
leave  balances  are  being  proces- 
sed on  a  monthly  basis. 


A  new  visible  inventory  sys- 
tem for  furniture  and  equipment 
was  established.  It  permits  more 
rapid  location  of  items. 

More  than  5,000  procurement 
documents  for  supplies  and 
equipment  were  processed  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year.  This  is  a 
25  percent  increase  over  the 
previous  year. 

The  duplicating  unit  required 
1,025  hours  of  overtime  to  ful- 
fill job  requests  while  requests 
filled  by  the  composition  unit 
were  15  percent  greater  than 
in  the  previous  year.  More  than 
1.4  million  pieces  of  mail  were 
handled  by  mailroom  personnel. 

Employees  traveled  5.3  mil- 
lion miles  in  performing  agri- 
business jobs.  Approximately 
$125,000  was  spent  maintaining 
the  315  vehicles  assigned  to  the 
Department. 

FACILITIES 

A  new  Region  111  agricultural 
center,  which  provides  all  de- 
partmental services  for  the 
northeast,  was  dedicated  at  Tunk- 
hannock,  June  13,  1968.  The 
Region  I  office  in  Meadville  was 
enlarged.  The  Region  VI  office 
was  moved  from  Department 
headquarters  to  Olmsted  State 
Airport,  Middletown. 

The  present  facilities  for  Re- 
gions II,  rv,  V  and  VII  at  Linden, 
Evans  City.  HoUidaysburg  and 
Lansdale  are  no  longer  adequate. 
The  meat  inspection  law  will 
necessitate  larger  facilities. 
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LISTING  TUBERCULOSIS  AND  BRUCELLOSIS  TEST  REPORTS 
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AGRICU 


STATE 

FARM  SHOW 
COMMISSION 


Operating  the  Farm  Show  com- 
plex has  become  big  business. 
During  the  past  ten  years,  events 
being  held  in  the  Farm  Show 
buildings  have  increased  from 
20  to  more  than  60. 

The  public  usually  associates 
the  Farm  Show  complex  with  the 
annual  Pennsylvania  Farm  Show 
held  in  January,  not  realizing 
that  the  building  also  hosts  trade 
shows,  commercial,  agricultural, 
political,  religious,  cultural  and 
educational  events  throughout  the 
year. 


Events  which  have  been  gain- 
ing in  popularity  include  the 
Pennsylvania  National  Horse 
Show,  Home  and  Gardens  Show, 
Sportmen's  Show,  Automobile 
Show,  Mobile  Homes  Show  and 
the  Shrine  Circus.  New  events 
included  the  Pennsylvania  Indus- 
trial Exposition  and  a  roller 
derby. 

In  the  1967-68  fiscal  year, 
events  required  111  days  to  set 
up,  155  show  days  and  62  days 
to  tear  down  for  a  total  of  328 


EXHIBIT  AT  FARM  SHOW  BUILDING 
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1968  PENNSYLVANIA  FARM  SHOW  SUMMARY  OF  COMPETITIVE  EXHIBITS 


Number 

dumber 

Number 

Cash 

Cojh 

Total 

1  otol 

of 

of 

Premiums 

Premiwns 

Money 

Money 

«partment  exhibitor 

5  Entries 

Offered 

Awarded 

Offered 

Awarded 

orses 

62 

253 

210 

185 

$  4.700.00 

$  4,145.00 

leep 

145 

729 

676 

523 

5.729.00 

4.879.00 

urine 

loo 
loo 

313 

328 

278 

3,362.00 

3,049.00 

eef  cattle 

193 

437 

806 

375 

12,226.00 

7,513.00 

airy  cattle 

357 

1,063 

1.485 

854 

20,740.00 

16,044.00 

orn 

91 

127 

94 

69 

565.00 

377.00 

nail  grains 

84 

144 

111 

70 

312.00 

210.00 

Dtatoes  and 

potato  grading 

65 

82 

113 

64 

447.00 

279.00 

ay 

85 

152 

130 

87 

658.00 

487.00 

Dbacco 

111 

247 

112 

112 

312.00 

312.00 

pples 

27 

372 

416 

271 

2.713.00 

1,898.00 

lible  nuts 

49 

275 

200 

147 

450.00 

339.00 

sgetables 

53 

172 

257 

146 

1,264.00 

863.00 

aple  products 

29 

99 

53 

49 

348.00 

331.00 

jlary  products 

82 

203 

227 

128 

1,183.00 

1.000.00 

■H  Entomology  Club 

60 

60 

23 

19 

107.00 

79.00 

liristmas  trees 

20 

77 

45 

45 

262.00 

262.00 

ool 

6 

33 

46 

29 

296.00 

207.00 

5gs 

117 

259 

172 

77 

651.00 

276.00 

resaed  turkeys 

9 

34 

42 

22 

180.00 

111.00 

jultry 

83 

2.161 

3,982 

1,689 

6,698.50 

3.611.50 

jme  economics  1,717 

2,437 

1.346 

1.072 

3,058.25 

2,538.50 

iral  talent 

61 

80 

72 

69 

910.00 

3.077.20 

hool  demon- 

strations 

60 

60 

30 

30 

1.040.00 

1,040.00 

hool  exhibits 

18 

18 

18 

18 

910.00 

910.00 

ITOTALS  3,717 

9,887 

10,994 

6,428 

$69,121.75 

$  53,838.20 

The  following  is  a  three  year  comparison  of  competitive  exhibits: 

1966 

1967 

1968 

nnber  of  exhibitors 

3,723 

3,785 

3.717 

onber  of  entries 

10,804 

10.398 

9,887 

unber  premiums  offered 

10,287 

10.352 

10,994 

unber  premiums  awarded 

6.746 

6,495 

6.428 

)tal  money  offered 

$  64,622.25 

$  65,115.25 

$  69,121.75 

)tal  money  awarded 

$  51.530.20 

$  52.365.85 

$  53.838.20 
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operating  days.  This  did  not 
include  time  necessary  for  ad- 
ministration and  maintenance. 

The  contribution  of  agriculture 
and  its  allied  enterprises  to  the 
economy  of  Pennsylvania  set  the 
theme  —  "Agriciolture,  Pennsyl- 
vania's Keystone  Industry"  — 
for  the  1968  Pennsylvania  Farm 
Show  which  was  attended  by 
485,000. 

A  new  look  in  exhibiting  at  the 
Farm  Show  was  a  display  fea- 
turing poultry.    A  cutaway  of  a 


poultry  house,  complete  with 
birds  and  equipment,  told  the 
story  of  poultry  from  incubation 
to  consumer. 

Two  other  major  annual  agri- 
cultural events  held  at  the  Farm 
Show  complex  were  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Ail-American  Dairy  Show 
and  the  Pennsylvania  Livestock 
Exposition.  The  former  paid 
$43,009  in  premiums  and  at- 
tracted 2,558  entries.  The  latter 
paid  $48,878  in  premiums  and 
had  3,471  entries. 


SHOW  PREPARATIONS 
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IRRIGATION  SURVEY 


The  Crop  Reportii^  Service, 
sponsored  by  the  state  and  federal 
Departments  of  Agriculture,  col- 
lects and  interprets  basic  data 
for  reporting  current  facts  on 
the  Commonwealth's  agriculture. 

The  official  reports  of  the 
Service  are  universally  accepted 
and  widely  used  by  Individuals 
and  groups  of  growers,  agribusi- 
nesses who  serve  growers  and 
consumers,  research  workers, 
and  those  concerned  with  formu- 
lating private  and  public  policy 
for  agriculture  in  particular  and 
the  economy  in  general. 

Crop  and  livestock  reports  be- 
gin where  the  action  is  —  the 
farm.  Approximately,  one  in 
five,  or  16,000,  of  the  state's 
farmers  voluntarily  contribute 
information  on  their  own  opera- 
tions and  for  their  local  area  as 
a  basis  for  the  Service's  official 
estimates  for  the  entire  state. 
Over  5,000  firms  also  voluntarily 
contribute  basic  data  on  ware- 
housing of  grain  and  other  farm 
products;  livestock  sales  and 
slaughter;  fruits  and  vegetables 
processed;  milk  receipts;  dairy 
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products  manufactured;  chicks 
and  poults  hatched;  dealer  and 
handler  prices  for  farm  products; 
and  prices  paid  for  farm  pro- 
duction items  such  as  feed,  ferti- 
lizer, farm  machinery,  lumber, 
hardware,  petroleum  products, 
as  well  as  items  purchased  for 
farm  family  living  such  as 
clothing,  food  and  furniture. 

The  basic  data  used  by  the 
Service  is  obtained  largely 
through  the  mail.  However,  tele- 
phone interviews,  personal  inter- 
views and  objective  counts  and 
measures  are  being  used  more 
extensively.  The  largest  en- 
deavor of  the  latter  type  is  a 
June  and  December  enumeration 
of  farm  operators  in  300  ran- 
domly selected  areas  of  about 
one  square  mile  each.  A  sam- 
pling of  cornfields  in  the  areas 
is  visited  monthly,  in  season,  to 
determine  the  plant  population 
per  acre,  ears  per  stalk,  weight 
per  ear  and  harvesting  losses. 

Monthly  forecasts  and  annual 


estimates,  many  of  which  are 
made  for  each  of  the  67  coun- 
ties, encompass  field,  fruit  and 
vegetable  crops,  and  monthly 
milk  and  egg  production.  Esti- 
mates are  made  of  spring  and  fall 
pig  crops,  calf  crop  and  lamb 
and  wool  crops.  Weekly  reports 
are  issued  on  broiler  and  hatch- 
ery production  and  on  the  weather 
and  its  effects  on  crop  progress. 
Special  reports  provide  data  on 
monthly  livestock  slaughter, 
quarterly  stocks  of  grain,  cold 
storage  holdings,  honey,  maple 
syrup,  mushroom  and  flower  pro- 
ducts. 

Monthly  and  seasonal  reports 
are  issued  on  prices  received 
for  farm  products  and  prices 
paid  for  items  used  in  farm  pro- 
duction and  farm  family  living 
expenses.  These  are  the  basis 
for  computing  farm  indexes  and 
estimates  of  farm  income  and 
costs.  The  indexes  and  costs 
are  used  to  measure  trends  in 
agriculture. 


VOLUNTEER  ASSISTS  IN  CROP  REPORTING 


26 


STATE  SOIL 
and  WATER 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 


Urban  representation  on  the 
State  Soil  and  Water  Conserva- 
tion Commission  became  a  real- 
ity in  the  fiscal  year  with  the 
passage  of  House  Bill  1511. 

Under  provisions  of  the  bill 
which  was  signed  into  law,  urban 
representation  is  mandatory  at 
both  the  Commission  level  and 
at  the  local  (district)  level. 

The  new  Commission  setup 
comprises  four  farmer  members 
and  two  urban  members  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
ture, the  Secretary  of  Forests 
and  Waters,  and  the  Dean  of  the 
College  of  Agriculture  at  Penn- 
sylvania State  University. 

Local  boards  in  each  of  Penn- 
sylvania's conservation  districts 
now  have  seven  members  instead 
of  five.  The  new  board  member- 
ship consists  of  four  farmer  di- 
rectors, two  urban  directors  and 
one  county  commissioner. 

Because  of  the  continued  di- 
version of  farmland  to  other 
uses  —  three  million  acres  of 
farmland  have  been  lost  to  other 
uses  in  the  past  17  years  — 
Governor  Shafer  appointed  a 
committee  to  study  this  problem 


and  designated  the  Commission 
to  provide  funds  and  a  staff  to 
assist  with  this  study. 

The  Commission  financed  an 
erosion  and  sediment  control 
study  on  the  watersheds  of  Corey 
Creek  and  Elk  Run  in  Tioga 
County,  and  Bixler  Run  in  Perry 
County.  The  studies  will  be  use- 
ful in  gauging  the  effectiveness 
of  erosion  control  measures  dur- 
ing highway  contruction  and  in 
evaluating  stream  pollution 
caused  by  agricultural  pesti- 
cides. 

An  irrigation  study  was  made 
during  the  fiscal  year  with  the 
cooperation  of  the  Crop  Report- 
ing Service.  It  showed  that 
farmers  using  supplemental  ir- 
rigation are  increasing.  There 
were  287  farmers  using  supple- 
mental irrigation  in  1949  and 
1.006  in  1966. 

One  and  one-half  million  acres 

were  mapped  in  a  soil  survey 
program  which  received  financial 
support  from  the  Commission. 
The  information  provided  per- 
tinent information  for  highway 
construction,  farming,  recrea- 
tion, residential  and  industrial 
development. 
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Development  of  a  land  stabili- 
zation and  erosion  control  pro- 
gram for  eight  counties 
participating  in  the  Applachian 
Program  was  carried  out  by  the 
Commission.  Eligible  farmers 
were  assisted  in  conservation 
practices. 

The  Commission  was  desig- 
nated by  State  Agricult\ire  Sec- 
retary Leland  H.  Bull  to 
administer  the  activites  of  the 
newly  created  Weather  Modifica- 
tion Board,  The  Board  super- 
vises attempts  to  control 
weather.  An  example  is  cloud 
seeding  to  produce  rain. 


The  Conmiission  provided  in- 
creased assistance  to  local  dis- 
tricts through  counsel  by  field 
representatives,  financial  grants, 
legislative  and  legal  counsel  and 
training  workshops. 

During  the  fiscal  year,  the  64 
districts  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Commission  approved 
agreements  with  2,245  new  co- 
operators  (those  who  express 
willingness  to  use  conservation 
methods).  This  brings  the  state 
total  to  36,683  cooperators  with 
7.9  million  acres  under  agree- 
ment. 


AGRICULTURAL  CONSERVATION  PRACTICES  BENEFIT  EVERYONE 


\ 


28 


The  1967  harness  racing  sea- 
son, Pennsylvania's  fifth  year  of 
harness  racing  with  pari-mutuel 
wagering,  attracted  1,786,103 
spectators  and  produced  revenue 
of  $6,839,281.87  for  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

In  addition,  other  governmental 
agencies  derived  $2,358,697.90 
in  revenue  from  wagering  at  the 
harness  racing  tracks.  Included 
in  this  sum  was  $1,672,866  to  the 
Philadelphia  School  District  from 
the  Liberty  Bell  and  William  Penn 
meets;  and  $685,831.90  to  the 
Pennsylvania     Department  of 


Commerce  from  the  Pocono 
Downs  and  The  Meadows  meets. 

The  first  five  years  of  pari- 
mutuel  harness  racing  in  Penn- 
sylvania, 1963  through  1967,  pro- 
duced $28,278,887.25  in  revenue 
for  the  Commonwealth,  and 
$8,543,277.38  for  other  govern- 
mental agencies  ...  a  total  of 
$36,822,164.63. 

During  the  five  years,  atten- 
dance at  racing  meets  of  the 
four  licensed  associations  totaled 
8,351,493. 

The  growing  popularity  of  this 
sport  in  Pennsylvania  prompted 

FAMILY  DAY  -  NO  WAGERING  PERMITTED 
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a  number  of  innovations. 

Among  these  was  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Adios  Stake  for 
3-year-old  pacers  at  The  Mead- 
ows, with  a  gross  value  of  $85,- 
510  in  the  inaugural  August  12. 
The  race  was  named  in  honor  of 
Adios,  greatest  sire  in  racing 
history. 

A  second  big  race,  the  $100,000 
Colonial  Trot,  was  planned  by  the 
Liberty  Bell  and  William  Penn 
Racing  Associations  with  the  in- 
augural scheduled  for  September 
14,  1968.  Of  the  630  horses 
nominated  for  the  race,  197  were 
still  on  the  eligible  list  at  the 
end  of  1967. 


The  sport  of  harness  racing 
in  Pennsylvania  has  gained  unique 
distinction  in  its  five-year  his- 
tory. 

Its  rules  and  regulations  and 
its  strict  security  measures  have 
become  models  for  other  states. 
It  also  is  recognized  as  a  pioneer 
in  the  use  of  a  synthetic  track 
surface  to  provide  all-weather 
racing.  The  material  used  at 
The  Meadows  is  gaining  popular- 
ity at  other  tracks  and  in  other 
sports  —  particularly  football  — 
as  a  playing  surface  that  is  safe 
and  practical  under  all  weather 
conditions. 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 


DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


SECRETARY  OF  AGRICULTURE 

LELAND  H.  BULL 

DEPUTY  SECRETARY 

JACK  R.  GREY 

BUREAU  OF  ANIMAL  INDUSTRY 

DR.  JOHN  C.  SHOOK,  DIRECTOR 

BUREAU  OF  DOG  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 

T.  LUKE  TOOMEY,  DIRECTOR 

BUREAU  OF  FOODS  AND  CHEMISTRY 

(VACANT) 

BUREAU  OF  MARKETS 

WILL  L.  KETNER,  DIRECTOR 

BUREAU  OF  PLANT  INDUSTRY 

HENRY  F.  NIXON,  DIRECTOR 

ADMINISTRATIVE  SERVICES 

DONALD  K.  PROBERT,  DIRECTOR 

COMPTROLLER 

RAYMOND  W.  REISNER 

DIVISION  OF  PUBLIC  INFORMATION 

JAMES  A.  KEGEL,  CHIEF 

.  .     PLANNING,  EVALUATION  AND  RESEARCH 

JOHN  W.  EARLY,  DIRECTOR 

STATE  FARM  PRODUCTS  SHOW  COMMISSION 

HORACE  L.  MANN,  FARM  SHOW  DIRECTOR 

STATE  SOIL  AND  WATER  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

CHARLES  F.  HESS,' DIRECTOR 

STATE  HARNESS  RACING  COMMISSION 

EDWARD  R.  GILKEY,  EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY 

PENNSYLVANIA  CROP  REPORTING  SERVICE 

WILLIAM  J.  FLUKE,  STATISTICIAN-IN-CHARGE 

REGIONAL  OFFICES 
Northwest  (Vacant)  Southwest 

CHARLES  A.  KOESTER,  Regional  Ditector 
North  Central  R.  D.  1.  Evans  City  16033 

MERRILL  S.  BRODRICK,  Regional  Director 

R.  D.  1,  Linden   17744  Southwest  Central 

SAMUEL  C.  BLACK,  Regionol  Director 
Northeast  234  Allegheny  St.,  Hollidaysburg  16648 

MORRIS  S  HUNTZINGER,  Regional  Director 

711  W.  Main  St.,  Lonsdale   19446  Southeast  Central  (Vocont) 

Southeast 

ALBERT  G.  SLOCUM,  Regional  Director 
East  Tioga  St.,  Tunkhonnock  18657 
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